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MEETING 

November 3, 2010  7:00 PM

1) Welcome and introductions

Attendees:



Terry Eucker, Berkshire Conservation Agent



Mary Turek, Sandisfield Conservation Commission


Ben Barrett, Egremont Conservation Commission



Lauren Gaherty, Berkshire Regional Planning Commission

Terry provided an overview of the BCCG, and attendees introduced themselves.

2) Review of the October 13, 2010,  Meeting Notes
3) Member issues/Discussion
Terry told the group that she is working with Nancy Putnam of Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions (MACC) on arranging for her to hold one session of her Erosion and Sedimentation Workshop in Berkshire County.  The group discussed several possible sites that might be used for the field portion of the workshop.  (UPDATE: The workshop will be on December 4, 2010 at Lee Town Hall and will include a field trip to the new supermarket being constructed in Lee to review erosion and sedimentation methods in practice.  The workshop is free for Conservation Commissioners.  See https://www.maccweb.org/edu_workshops.html for more information.)
Terry also said that she has contacted the Attorney General's Office to arrange for them to present a workshop to the group on the Open Meeting Law.  As soon as she has a date from them she will let everyone know.  She hopes it can be done during one of the groups regular meetings.
4) Training Workshop: Hands on exercise - Fall Wetland Delineation Workshop - Identifying Wetlands in Autumn Using Remnant Plants - Part  -  Tree and shrub identification
Terry provided a presentation on the using remnant parts of flowers in wetland delineations in the fall.  Handouts of the PowerPoint presentation with color photos of key identification features were provided along with a handout on "online keys and resources for winter tree and shrub identification".  Terry showed the group each of the online resources which included several sites that are very helpful in identification of plant species.  Some have dichotomous keys. Some are useful for twigs.  Some allow you to search by shape of leave or type/color of fruit.  Then the group reviewed some 20 or more fall remnant trees and shrubs.  Handouts from the workshop last fall were also available: New England Fern Key; Ferns - online resources; PowerPoint presentation - "Identifying Wetlands in Autumn Using Plant Remnants - Part 1 the Ferns" as well as those from the  October 2010 workshop  - PowerPoint presentation - "Identifying Wetlands In Autumn  Using Plant Remnants PART 2 THE FLOWERS"; and a handout called "some notes on the recognition of the members of the Solidago canadensis polyploid complex" to aid in identification of goldenrods.  
Workshop materials are available at: www.berkshireplanning.org/conservationagent/BCCG
5) Next Meeting

Attendees agreed that the next meeting should be held at the BRPC offices, at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, December 1, 2010.  
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.
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