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THIRD MEETING 

October 13, 2010  7:00 PM

1) Welcome and introductions

Attendees:



Terry Eucker, Berkshire Conservation Agent



Franz Forster, Pittsfield Conservation Commission


Susan Bubenas, Otis and Sandisfield Conservation Commission



Tom Bagwell, Otis Conservation Commission



Dave Johnson, Egremont Conservation Commission

Terry provided an overview of the BCCG, and attendees introduced themselves.

2) Review of April 7th  2010 Meeting Notes
Continued to the next meeting. 

3) Brief update on changes to the Open Meeting law that went into effect July 1, 2010
Terry updated the group on the Open Meeting Law.   She showed a quick overview of her PowerPoint presentation and provided handouts:  "Know the recent changes to the Open Meeting Law" dated April 2010; available on the BCCG webpage.  She explained that since she prepared this presentation the Attorney General's Office has passed regulations that went into effect on October 1, 2010, updated their guidance document (which they are again updating after the passage of the regulations), prepared a certificate for receipt of open meeting law documents, and prepared a very helpful FAQ webpage, all of which are available on the AG's webpage on the Open Meeting Law.  She said the AG is now doing workshops so she decided to only do a brief review and ask the AG to come out to a BCCG meeting she will schedule for later this year or early next year. She provided copies of the certificate, the FAQ's and excerpts of the Acts of 2009 that pertain to the revised Open Meeting Law; all available on the BCCG webpage.

4) News
Terry told the group of the special MACC is having for the Fall conference on November 6 - buy one get one 1/2 price.  She also provided a list from Buy one get one 1/2 price.  She also provided a list from BEAT of non-profits about to lose their non-profit status in case anyone was involved with the groups and could get the required paperwork submitted. She also provided information on two workshops on Estate planning and your land Oct 19 in Lanesboro and Nov 13 in Sheffield.  She also provided information on the law that went into effect on Aug. 4, 2010 on extensions of permits.  DEP says that the Executive Office is in the process of preparing guidance on this new law and how it impacts Commission permits, more to come on this issue.  
5) Discussion/Member Issues
Member Issues:

A discussion ensued about a large 110 acre subdivision project in Egremont and Alford.  Dave Johnson remarked how well designed the project was and the limited wetland impacts. Terry noted that there are many wetlands on this site and they had a good group of people working on it. She did pre-permitting review with them and this saved them possible changes to plans after submittal to con com.  The difference in Alford was that they also had scenic mountain act to meet and this was harder for the applicant to agree to for scaling down he project and it took much longer to get through the process.  There was also discussion about a camp upgrade project in Otis, loss of commission membership, and questions on open meeting requirements regarding  writing of Orders of Conditions.
6) Training Workshop: Hands on exercise - Fall Wetland Delineation Workshop - Part 2- Identifying Wetlands in Autumn Using Remnant Plants - Part 2 -  Fall flower identification
Terry provided a presentation on the using remnant parts of flowers in wetland delineations in the fall.  Handouts of the PowerPoint presentation were provided along with handouts on: "some notes on the recognition of the members of the Solidago canadensis polyploid complex" to aid in identification of goldenrods.  Then the group reviewed some 20 or more fall remnant plants including some ferns from last falls' remnant plant workshop.  Handouts from the workshop last fall were also available: New England Fern Key; Ferns - online resources; PowerPoint presentation - "Identifying Wetlands in Autumn Using Plant Remnants - Part 1 the Ferns"; 

Workshop materials are available at: www.berkshireplanning.org/conservationagent/BCCG
7) Next Meeting

Attendees agreed that the next meeting should be held at the BRPC offices, at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, November 3, 2010.  Terry said that MACC was in the process of setting up a workshop at BRPC on erosion control which may be at the November or December BCCG meeting
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.
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