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The following minor activities are exempt from local conservation

commission review as long as they are located in the riverfront area or

buffer zone, but not within any other resource area. These activities are

described in the wetlands regulations (310 Code of Massachusetts

Regulations 10.00, section 10.58(6)). The landowner can proceed with

these tasks without prior Wetlands Protection Act review by the

conservation commission.

� Unpaved pedestrian walkways for private use

� Fencing that does not create a barrier to wildlife movement

� Stonewalls

� Stacks of cordwood

� V ista pruning – the selective

thinning of tree branches or

understory shrubs to create a

“window” to improve

visibility – as long as it

occurs more than 50 feet

from the mean annual high-

water line within a riverfront

area or from a bordering vegetated wetland, whichever is farther.
(This activity does not include the cutting of trees which reduces

 the leaf canopy to less than 90 percent of the existing crown cover

or the mowing or removal of understory brush.)

� Plantings of native trees, shrubs, or groundcover, but not turf lawns

� Conversion of lawns to decks, sheds, patios, and pools that are

accessory to single family homes, as long as:

� house existed prior to August 7, 1996
� activity located more than 50 feet from the mean annual

high-water of the riverfront area or bordering vegetated

wetland (whichever is farther) and

� sedimentation and erosion controls used during construction

� Conversion of patios, pools, sheds, or other impervious surfaces
to lawn or natural vegetation

� Activities, such as monitoring wells, exploratory borings,

soil sampling, and surveying, that are temporary,

have negligible impacts, and are necessary for

planning and design purposes

Exempt Minor Activities For more
information . . .
Contact the local conservation

commission or visit DEP's Web site:

www.state.ma.us/dep/brp.

A publication of the
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02108

This publication is funded by a grant
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This information is available in

alternate format upon request by

contacting the ADA Coordinator at

617/574-6872.
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Note:  Maintenance of existing landscaping,

including lawn mowing and pruning, is exempt

from review regardless of location in the buffer

zone or any wetland resource area.


