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The forests of Massachusetts present a history
of almost continual change, albeit change that
has varied greatly in scale, rates, and causes
through time. The importance of human dis-
turbance relative to natural disturbance has
steadily increased—gradually at first, as abo-
riginal activity expanded to include agriculture,
and then rapidly since European settlement.
Just as the variety, frequency, and extent of
human disturbance have increased through
time, they can be expected to continue increas-
ing and changing into the future.

European settlement in the seventeenth and

eighteenth centuries brought a dramatic trans-
formation as much of the land was deforested
and farmed and the remainder was logged,
grazed, or burned. Since the mid-nineteenth
century, agriculture and forest use have
declined, forest area and age have increased,
and the land has become more “natural” than
at any time postsettlement. But despite the
natural appearance of much of the modern
landscape, a legacy of intensive past use
remains in vegetation structure and compo-
sition, in landscape patterns, and ongoing
dynamics. Consequently, an understanding of
the history of human influence must be an
integral part of ecological study and a critical
component of conservation planning and
resource management. .

For millennia our forests had been evolving
into the landscape that greeted the settlers. One
reasonable start for our forests’ history is the
end of the last glacial period, more than 13,000
years ago.
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Massachusetts Forest Cutting Plan Evaluation Sheet
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If OT used in BMP section

explanation on narrative page

If OT used in Designation of Trees
sufficient description is provided

on narrative page

If HG, DL or OT used in Type of Cut
harvest is described using silvicultural
principles, regeneration source and
desired future condition is provided
on narrative page
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Maps

Locus Map clearly outlines
cutting area

Master map is readable\ciear
Scale\North arrow\Legend

Master map clearly shows the following:

Boundaries of cut

Locations of stands

Locations of all resource areas
Locations of all crossings
Locations of all wetland harvests
Locations of all filter strips
Locations of all buffers
Locations of all landings
Locations of all proposed roads
Locations of all steep slopes,
clear cuts, important BMPs,
other critical or reference areas .

Overall, the plan’s recommendations successfully address the landowner’s objectives: Yes [ ] No ]
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FINAL INSPECTION ENFORCEMENT ORDER

February 13, 2009

Dear Mr sllgRiey,

This letter is in response to deficiencies under Massachusetts General Law (M.G.L.) Chapter 132, the
Forest Cutting Practices Act. These deficiencies were found during a Final Inspection on forest cutting

plan number 313-3779-8, filed for the @iili@s property on SRS in the town of
“Massachusetts , ‘ ,

The following deficiencies were observed on February 13, 2009:

Skid roads and skid trails have not been maintained (excessive rutting) and stabilized according
to the principles set forth in the MA Best Management Practices (BMP) Manual.

Massachusetts Slash Law Violations (M.G.L. Chapter 48). Specifically, (16) (a) hardwood slash
shall not remain more than two feet above the ground within forty feet of any woodland of
another (b) softwood slash shall not remain on the ground within forty feet of any woodland of
another (c) No slash shall be permitted within twenty-five feet of any continuously flowing
brook or stream, pond, river or water supply.

Landing area not properly retired. 304 CMR 11.05 lists the Standards required under the Forest
Cutting Practices Act. Specifically, (8) (d) states, ... Waste wood such as branches, cut log
ends, and logs shall be placed neatly to improve the appearance of the landing and promote rapid
decay. The soil shall be stabilized and if necessary seeded to grass at the end of the operation.”

Failure to comply with the wetlands provisions of the forest cutting plan and 304 CMR 11.00 shall
void the agricultural exemption under the MA Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) and 310 CMR
10.04, and may subject the landowner to an enforcement action under the WPA.
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The conditions for removing the FINAL INSPECTION ENFORCEMENT ORDER are as follows:

* Preparation of a draft mitigation plan for review (submitted by 3/2/09) that details the
following:
>the dates for when the mitigation work will be started and completed
>equipment and materials that will be utilized
>methods for soil stability and erosion control
R >a detailed map that provides a graphical summary of the mitigation measures

Pt +0 sl W

ek wwtRotire all skid roads and trails in accordance with MA BMPs.

* mivad]] approaches to stream crossings will be stabilized and properly retired as specified in

the MA BMPs.
* Remove all material that is in violation of the Massachusetts Slash Law.
. Coapet R R O A
wmpissl Retire the landing area properly.

When these issues are corrected, a Final Report can be issued for Forest Cutting Plan (#313-3779-8),
certifying that all relevant statutes have been substantially complied with. Not complying with this
order and resolving the outstanding violations may result in a hearing and further enforcement action

and to impose a fine.

If you have any questions or concerns please contact me at (413) 442-8928 x135.

Sincerely;

Michael Downey
Forester

Cc: Washington Conservation Commission
Plcos e e ]
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STOP ORDER

May 26, 2006

Dear [N,

Pursuant to powers bestowed upon me by the Director of the Division of State Parks and Recreation
under Section 43 of Chapter 132 of the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, I hereby
order you to cease and desist immediately from all logging activity on the - property (File No.
267-2453-6) located on Brush Hill Road in Great Barrington and Home Road in Sheffield,
Massachusetts.

Michael Downey, Service Forester inspected the property on May 26, 2006 and determined that there
were several violations of the forest cutting plan.

This STOP ORDER is being issued for the following reasons:

e Harvesting of timber under adverse weather conditions (extreme wet), resulting in severe rutting.
e Landing area has encroached into Filter Strip-1 (FS-1). 304 CMR 11.05 lists the Standards .
required under the Forest Cutting Practices Act. Specifically, (2) Engineering and Logging
states, “... no logging equipment may operate in the filter strip except: to reduce environmental

damage; at an approved stream crossing; on a pre-existing logging road; or filter strip greater
than 50 feet in width...”

e Massachusetts Slash Law Violations (M.G.L. Chapter 48). Specifically, (16) (c) No slash shall
be permitted within twenty-five feet of any continuously flowing brook or stream, pond, river or
water supply.

e Utilizing a Stream Crossing (SC) not approved under Cutting Plan #267-2453-6.



























