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BRPC has recently concluded its work on Phase | of the Mohawk B

=5
icycle/
Pedestrian Trail Project, a mufthased effort to locate an accessible and
mostly offroad recreational route that will connect the downtown areas of
Williamstown and North Adams. The proposed trail will hopefully one day
serve as a northern extension of the Ashuwillticook Rail Trail.
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The project kicked off with a public forum in June 2007, where residents
shared their vision of a north county bike/pedestrian trail for outdoor
recreation, similar to that of the Ashuwillticook Rail Trail. In an exit survey,
forum attendees indicated that their three most important aspects of a trail
were, in order of importance: safety, accessibility and scenery.

BRPC staff and local volunteers scoured the Hoosic River valley, searching
for potential routes. We walked along streets and through neighborhoods,
crossed open fields and bushwhacked through forests, and investigated ways
to cross the river, the railroad and Route 2BRPC then hired Milone &
MacBroom, a consulting firm with extensive experience in design,
permitting and construction of bike/ped trails, to conduct a feasibility study.
Their staff walked the routes we identified and investigated a few of their
own. During this time, BRPC and the consultants began discussions with
large landowners who may be key in our efforts to set a route on or near
their properties.

In March, 2010 the draft preferred and alternate routes were shared with
public officials and local residents at public meetings. Although there is now
a fairly well defined route for the bike/ped trail in Williamstown, the route

in North Adams remains less defined, due to topographical constraints and
the more urban nature of the area. The North Adams route will require
continued investigation, especially in densely developed areas.

In an effort to continue to move the bike/ped effort forward, BRPC applied
for Phase Il funding to the National Scenic Byways Grant Program in March.
Phase Il will consist of 1) procuring 100% engineering design, permitting and
a draft construction bid package for the western portion of the bike/ped
trail in Williamstown, 2) finalizing the alignment of the trail route through
North Adams and procuring preliminary designs for the most challenging
sites, 3) procuring 100% design for improving a critical pedestrian bridge in
North Adams, and 4) securing legal easements throughout the trail where
necessary. If our grant application is successful, we hope to begin work in
late fall 2010.

BRPC Contact: Lauren Gaherty (x35)

1 Fenn Street, Suite 201, Pittsfield, MA 01263229 Phone: (413) 442521
www.berkshireplanning.org
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On Saturday, June 26, a day of Community Convers
will bring together opinions, interests and ideas ab
the future of the flood control chutes which cours
through downtown North Adams. The gathering will
hel d at St . Eli zabet hds
Marshall Street in North Adams from 9:00AM
4:00PM. All residents of North Adams and surround
areas are strongly encouraged to attend. In the morni

participants will learn more about the river and hepr
what has been done in similar communities. Attendg¢e

will have a chance to give their opinions and hear
their suggestions could be implemented. Lunch will
provided free of charge. Prior to the Communi
Conversation, guided tours of sections of the Hoo
River will be offered on Fridays, June 18 and Jun
from 5:00PM until 8:00PM.

The Coalition can be reached at
hoosicriverrevival@gmail.coor 413-822-2376.
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applications for Green Community designation, due N

14". The Green Communities Program, established|b
the Green Communities Act and funded by proceeds| o

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) cap
trade sales, is accepting its first applications
designation as a Green Community. Once designate
municipality may apply for grants to fund a range
energy efficiency and renewable energy projects.
first round of grant applications is due May"2®ith
awards anticipated in June of this year.

To achieve designation, communities must meet
following five criteria, as established in the Gre
Communities Act:
1. Asof-right siting for renewable energy generation,
manufacturegr research and development,
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beparing the

« The chutes, engineered and constructed by the Army
= Corps

of Engineers in the 1
south and north branches of the Hoosic River, which

at the Massachusetts Museum = of
Contemporary Art (Mass MoCA). While the
channelization controlled regular flooding of Norh
Adams?o downt own, t he cons
suppressed the ecological habitat of and hurian

i&gnnections to this portion of the river.

LEocal citizens interested in alternatives to the current
condition of the existing flood control chutes formed tt e
opsic Bijer Reyiyal Coglijon fwg years. gag. W je
maintaining protection remains the primary gcal,
embers recognize that cities with similar chutes have
gt;und ways to modify the systems while ensuring saiety.
0 support this interest, the Hoosic River Revival
oalition has engaged in developing a process for
oliciting public input and investigating the feasibilit’ of
% [ternatives to the existing chutes. Grants received from
the Massachusetts Department of Fish and Game,
ivision of Ecological Restoration ($10,000), the Hocsic
iver Watershed Association ($6,000) and numerous
private contributions are supporting engineering stud es,
the daylong Community Conversation (June 26), end
the development of a concept plan.
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BRPC Contact: Mackenzie Greer (x32)

2. Expedited permitting for the same,

3. Municipal energy baseline and strategy to reduce use
by 20% over five years from baseline year,

4. Fuelefficient vehicle fleet policy, and

5. Passage of Stretch Energy Code, an optional appendix

to the new state building code.

In the Berkshires, 14 communities applied for and were
warded technical assistance to develop an action plan
r achieving designation. The plans detail work done
date in each community, outline outreach strategies,
nd clarify which asf-right option the municipality has
lected to meet the first criterion and how they will
f(pe achieved.

dF&ve of the fourteen communities are hoping to meet
afe criteria in time for the first application round:
IBecket, Lee, Lenox, Pittsfield, and Williamstown. The
towns have placed any needed bylaw changes and
adoption of the Stretch Energy Code on the warrant
rféJr Town Meeting where residents will ultimately
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the™ i
cide whether to become a Green Community.

ittsfield was the first in the county to adopt the
Stretch Energy Code on April 13.
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BRPC Contact: Amy Kacala (x12)


mailto:hoosicriverrevival@gmail.com

Public meetings will be held from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at
the following locations:

Tuesday, May 25, 2010
The North Adams Public Library
74 Church Street, North Adams, MA

o}
The Berkshire Regional Planning Commission |has Wednesday, May 26, 2010
announced a series of public open houses focusind on 1€ Berkshire South Community Center

this year ds updat e o f t h etd Crigsgy,ReadGrept Barringiqn, MA 1y 4 |
Transportation Plan (RTP). The RTP evaluates curtent 9

and projected regional transportation needs fpr Thursday, May 27, 2010
Berkshire County for the next twenty (20) yearsThe Berkshire Athenaeum Auditorium
RTP makes decisions on the development and funding of (Basement Level) .
projects related to highways, freight, bicycle and One Wendell Avenue, Pittsfield, MA

pedestrian facilities, and transit operations for both short
and longterm planning periods.

Three introductory public meetings will be held acrogd¥loré information and draft documents will be posted
the County to present the concept of a Regio |throughout the development _of the RTP on the study
Transportation Plan, solicit input for regional priorities,V€Psite: www.berkshireplanning.org/
answer questions, and accept commentEhe meeting transportation . The BRPC ant|C|p.ates presgntlng the
format includes a short presentation from BRPC staffomplete draft plan to the Metropolitan Planning Com-
small group exercises to evaluate and prioritize regign&ission in the first quarter of 2011.

goals and objectives, and a meeting wugpto present _ _

group exercise results and discuss next steps in theélease direct questions and comments to Douglas
process. Input received at these meetings will [b@lachcinski, Senior Transportation Planner at
summarized in the RTP document. The RTP schedu#13) 4421521, X16 or

A second round of public meetings is anticipated at that
time.

Meet our New Sr. Transportation Planner!
Douglas Plachcinski, AICP

The Department of Energy Resources and Peregrine Energy
Group have released a new tool for all Massachusetts citie§)oug has over 10 years of experience in urban and
towns, and districts: Mass Energy Insight. This frediren  transportation planning, both in the public sector and as
tool conducts and energy baseline and allows comparisog consultant in Mi chi gan a
within the municipality or across the state. Best feature Ofexperiences include transportation planning and
gll? Th.e program gutomatically downloa}ds metered utilitymode”ng’ corridor studies, open space preservation,
information, eliminating most manual data input needs. hazard mitigation planning, economic development, local
comprehensive planning and zoning codesand
stormwater managemenDoug remains adjunct faculty
at his alma matter, Wayne State University (MSCE
2004), where he teaches graduate transportation
planning. He earned his undergraduate degree in
Geography and History from the University of North
Carolina at Greensboro in 1997Doug looks forward to
promoting sustainable solutions to transportation
problems that balance with the cultural, natural, and built
environment of the Berkshires.




