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The following documents produced by a variety of Massachusetts and federal agencies and 
organizations, Berkshire Regional Planning Commission, and private consultants provide 
important background on the Berkshire region and its economic conditions.  They will be posted 
to the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission website (www.berkshireplanning.org) soon (we 
will notify you by e-mail), but can be viewed now online at the location noted in brackets, or in 
our office.   
 
 
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Guidelines. November, 2002. U.S. 

Department of Commerce: Economic Development Administration (EDA). 
[www.eda.gov/PDF/Final_CEDSGuidelines.pdf] 

 
Documents below currently available online at: 

www.massmeansbusiness.com/REG/SpecialAnalysis.aspx  Region Reports 
 
Berkshire Regional Competitiveness Council Briefing to the Governor & Cabinet. December 

2003.   
  

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy for Berkshire County, 2001. Berkshire 
Regional Planning Commission. 
(Previous version of CEDS – Document in pdf format has technical problems.) 

 
Technology Enterprise in Berkshire County. 2002. btech. 
 
Toward a New Prosperity: Building Regional Competitiveness Across the Commonwealth.  

August, 2002. Department of Business and Technology and Donahue Institute (UMASS) 
(Chapter 11: Berkshire Region)   
[full document: www.mass.gov/econ/newprosperity] 

 
Workforce Development Blueprint (revised). July, 2000. Berkshire County Regional Employment 

Board. 
 
Workforce Development Needs Assessment. 2000. Berkshire County Regional Employment 

Board. 
 
 

Available at the websites or locations listed in brackets: 
 
Berkshire County Economic Development Sites Strategy. June, 1999.  Berkshire Regional 

Planning Commission.  
 (Executive Summary contains recommended actions for region and matrix with Land 

Inventory of available sites for potential commercial and industrial development.) 
[BRPC] 

 
Berkshire Region: The Emergence of Technology Enterprises.  Fall 2002. Rebecca Loveland 

and Steven Ellis. Massachusetts Benchmarks. Vol.5 Iss. 4. 
[www.massbenchmarks.org] 
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The Road Ahead: Emerging Threats to Workers, Families and the Massachusetts Economy.  
1998. Andrew Sum (et al.). The Massachusetts Institute for a New Commonwealth 
(MassInc). 

 [www.massinc.org   Research Publications] 
 
Update of a Market Study for a Portion of the General Electric Facility Pittsfield, Massachusetts. 

June, 2001.  RKG Associates with Clough, Harbour & Associates. 
 (Submitted to PEDA) 

[BRPC] 
 

Available on the EDA website: www.eda.gov/Research/ResearchReports.xml
 
Competitiveness in Rural U.S. Regions: Learning and Research Agenda. 2004. Harvand 

Business School. 
 
Competitive Regionalism: Beyond Individual Competition. 2000. Linda McCarthy (University of 

Toledo).  
 
Public-Private Partnerships and State and Local Economic Development: Leveraging Private 

Investment. 2002. Stephen P. Mullin (Econsult Corporation). 
 
Rural Knowledge Clusters: The Challenge of Rural Economic Prosperity. 2002. Lee W. 

Munnich, Jr., et al. (University of Minnesota). 
 
Third Tier Cities: Adjusting to the New Economy. 2001.  Beth Siegel and Andy Waxman (Mt. 

Auburn Associates). Reviews of Economic Development Literature and Practice: 
Economic Development Administration. No. 6. 

 [also, at BRPC] 
 
 
 
Mapping Rural Entrepreneurship. January, 2004. Corporation for Enterprise Development  (W. 

K. Kellogg Foundation) 
 [www.wkkf.org] 
 
 
 
 
 
Also Referenced: 
Jobs for Pittsfield. 2004  (Dave Bissaillon - Chamber) 
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