
 

Smart Growth Model Active in Lenox  
While much of the Berkshires remains in 
a natural and scenic state, the threat of 
sprawling and consumptive development 
patterns remains a significant problem for 
the region.  Subdivisions and commercial 
strip developments along major roads 
have blurred the boundaries between 
town centers and outlying rural areas; 
jeopardizing both our local natural 

resources and municipal fiscal conditions while compromising 
the natural landscape and community quality of life that make 
the Berkshires a desirable place to live and visit. 

Informed by the guiding principles of the Regional Plan for 
Berkshires (2000), the BRPC is working with state agencies, 
municipal leaders, developers and land owners to uncover ways 
to promote smart growth and decrease unmanaged growth in 
the Berkshires. BRPC’s goal is to develop ways to encourage 
the preservation of land and natural resources by encouraging 
compact development patterns & building forms, infill 
development, protection of open space and moderation in street 
and parking standards. 

Since the completion of the Regional Plan, BRPC has sought to 
advance smart growth or anti-sprawl planning. In the fall of 
2001, BRPC and the Town of Lenox entered into an agreement 
to plan for the redevelopment of a privately-owned vacant 64 
acre site (formerly known as the Lenox Shops) prominently 
located on Routes 7/20 at the gateway to the Lenox Village. 
The intent of this project is to develop performance standards 
that will inform the proper reuse of the site. 

The redevelopment of this site is motivated by the recently 
completed Lenox Master Plan and the Town’s desire to take a 
proactive role in deciding how large, significant land is to be 
developed in keeping with the historic, cultural, rural, and 
artistic character of the Town.  This project is dependent on  
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Feature : The Pursuit of Smart Growth Practices in the Berkshires 


