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Commonwealth Capital Update 
 

Commonwealth Capital was introduced in 
2006 by the Romney administration as a way 
for the state to invest in projects consistent 
with Sustainable Development Principles. By 
filling out a self-evaluation scoresheet about 
local planning and zoning measures, towns 
could become more likely to receive funding 
for state programs and grants.  Citing past 
successes, Governor Patrick recently        
announced that the Commonwealth Capital 
Policy program will continue, with slight 
alterations.  For FY2008, some of the grant 
programs have been removed from the     
purview of the Policy, and the scoring criteria 
have also been changed and updated to    
reflect the new administrations Sustainable 
Development and Smart Growth principles.  
Many of the previous criteria, such as      
promoting livable communities and         
sustaining natural landscapes, remain       
unchanged.  New emphasis has been placed 
on promoting clean energy, and increasing 
transportation choices and the number of new 
affordable and mixed-use units.  More infor-
mation about Commonwealth Capital will be 
released in the coming weeks, and it is im-
portant for communities to take advantage of 
the Policy. 
Staff Contact: Tom Matuszko  
 
Unified Planning Work Program  and 

Transportation Improvement Program 
Updates  

The UPWP describes transportation study  
priorities.  Three new tasks have been added 
to the 2008 UPWP: 
(1) An interactive on-line map with traffic 
count data, accident data, study locations and 
other transportation information. 
(2) A pilot Safety Study to address a defi-
ciency in accident reporting along non-
intersection segments of roads. 
(3) A pilot Evacuation Study to prepare a 
traffic plan to maintain flow in the event of 
an emergency  
Each year, MPO’s receive estimates of the 
amounts that will be available for federally-
funded transportation improvement projects.  
The regional funding targets for the Berkshire 
MPO for FFY2008-2011are:  
  2008 - $4,342,514 
  2009 - $4,272,611 
  2010 - $4,150,827 
  2011 - $3,864,365 
Staff Contact: Alison Church 

BRPC Awarded Brownfields Grant  
BRPC was awarded three grants totaling $1.4 
million from the EPA to continue and expand 
the existing regional brownfields program.  
Awards include $200,000 each for petroleum 
and hazardous materials contamination    
assessments, and $1 million for the creation 
of a revolving loan fund (RLF) for actual 
clean-ups. The RLF grant was one of only 11 
available nationwide, and the total awarded 
BRPC was the largest in Massachusetts.  The 
Tri-Corner CDC also received a $200,000 
clean-up grant.  The BRPC’s new funds will 
enable more sites across the County to be 
assessed and cleaned up.  BRPC currently 
has 10 sites in the brownfields  program, and 
will begin a new search for eligible sites this 
Summer.  Please contact Joellyn Warren for 
more information, or visit berkshireplan-
ning.org for a site enrollment form. 

    BRPC and Tri-Corner CDC receive EPA grant checks  
Sense of Place  

Summer has arrived in full force in the   
Berkshires, and both residents and visitors 
alike are turning to the region’s many      
outdoor  recreation opportunities to enjoy the 
warm weather.  The County’s many state 
parks, footpaths and nature trails offer a 
plethora of hiking possibilities.  One such 
path is the Appalachian Trail.  The           
Appalachian Trail, or AT, was conceived in 
1921 by forester and self-trained planner 
Benton McKaye as “a project in regional 
planning.”  Completed in 1937, The AT  
became the Country’s first national scenic 
trail in 1968.  Today, the AT traverses 2,174 
miles through 14 states, and houses more 
than 2000 rare and endangered species.  Each 
year, hundreds of “thru-hikers” travel the 
entire 5 million footsteps between Maine and 
Georgia, including the 92 miles through 
Berkshire County.  What contributes to your 
Berkshire Sense of Place? If you have a   
person, location, event, or cultural item 
which you would like featured in Common 
Ground, please contact Sarah Izatt  

BRPC Organization for FY 2008  
At the June 6th Commission meeting, the 
BRPC elected a slate of officers for the    
upcoming fiscal year.  Since all incumbent 
officers expressed interest and enthusiasm in 
serving the BRPC for a second year,  officers 
from FY07 will be continuing on in their 
respective positions.  
Chair: John P. Hickey, Lanesborough 
Vice Chair: Sarah Hudson, Tyringham 
Clerk: James Mullen, New Marlborough 
Treasurer: Charles P. Ogden, Egremont  
In addition to officer elections, the BRPC 
also reorganizes its five committees each 
year.  Both BRPC delegates and alternates 
and interested citizens are encouraged to 
volunteer to become involved. 
• Clearinghouse Review Committee  
Reviews staff comments on developments 
and state projects going through the MEPA 
process and makes final recommendations to 
the Commission.  
• Commission Development Committee 
Reviews how the Commission is operating-
provides guidance on Commission education 
items and improves the Commission’s ability 
to serve Berkshire communities. 
• Finance Committee  
Reviews the Commission’s financial status, 
recommends the annual budget and         
community assessment rate.  
• Regional Issues Committee   
Focuses on key regional issues and planning 
related legislation which may affect the   
region and municipal governments. 
• Transportation Committee  
Focuses on transportation planning and 
makes final recommendations to the       
Commission. 
Staff contact: Nat Karns  

Save the Date!  
The BRPC annual dinner meeting will be 
held on September 20 at Berkshire Hills 
Country Club in Pittsfield.  Watch your  
mailbox later this Summer for an invitation. 

1 Fenn Street, Suite 201, Pittsfield, MA 01201-6229                                   Phone: (413) 442-1521    Fax: (413) 442-1523 
                                          www.berkshireplanning.org          

TIP OF THE MONTH!  
Municipalities must ensure that Special 
permit decisions and subdivision bylaws 
are filed at the Registry of Deeds.   
Decisions not filed within the proper time 
frames may come back to haunt you later! 
For more information about filing,  
contact BRPC or the Registry of Deeds. 
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Municipal Survey Results  
As part of the recently enacted “Expedited 
Permitting” legislation, regional planning 
agencies statewide are working to evaluate 
local permitting processes in Massachusetts.   
Local officials across the state were sent a 
survey regarding local permitting             
characteristics, and opinions about            
development.  Of the 215 municipalities that 
answered the survey statewide, 16 Berkshire 

communities, half of the County’s total,  pro-
vided responses. Of the Berkshire responses:  
• 63% have no planning staff 
• 63% post bylaws and other forms online 

and have written lists of application          
requirements for special permits 

• 69% have a Community Development or 
other land use plan 

• 60% mandate training for at least one    
municipal board 

• Lack of local desire for development was 
seen as the biggest barrier to permitting 

The BRPC, with the input of local            
municipalities, will use the survey results to 
determine what initiatives would be most 
effective in making permitting easier for both 
applicants and permit granting boards across 
the County.  
BRPC contact: Joellyn Warren 

 
Clearinghouse Reviews  

Berkshire Biodiesel ENF (Pittsfield) 

CMAQ Update  
Over the next four years, Berkshire County 
will receive approximately $1 million per 
year in Congestion Mitigation and Air    
Quality (CMAQ) money. 
Last year, the Berkshire Regional Transit 
Authority (BRTA) used CMAQ funds to 
cover the cost difference between a standard    
gas-powered bus and a more fuel efficient and 
innovative gas/electric hybrid bus. 

Traffic control measures that are eligible for 
CMAQ funding include: 
• programs for improved public transit 
• trip-reduction ordinances 
• parking facilities which serve multiple           

occupancy vehicle programs  
• programs to limit/restrict vehicle use in 

downtown areas during periods of peak use 
• provisions for shared-ride services 
• programs to restrict portions of roads to 

pedestrian, buses, or HOV use. 
• programs for bicycle amenities in both  

public and private areas 
• programs to control extended idling of  

vehicles 
• ordinances to facilitate non-automobile 

travel and utilization of mass transit 
• construction of pedestrian facilities  
BRPC Contact: Alison Church 

                      

Upcoming Events 
 

  July 5   Executive Committee Meeting   3:30 P.M.   BRPC 
  July 5   Transportation Advisory Committee 5:00 P.M.   BRPC 
  July 9   MPO Meeting       4:00 P.M.   BRPC 
 August 1  Executive Committee Meeting   3:30 P.M.    BRPC 
 August 1  Full Commission Meeting    5:00 P.M.   BRPC 
 August 30  Census LUCA Workshop    9:00 A.M.   BRPC  

 BRTA Coordinated Transit Plan   
On behalf of the Berkshire Regional Transit 
Authority (BRTA), BRPC prepared a       
Coordinated Public Transit—Human Services 
Transportation Plan. As of this year, transit 
authorities must have an annually updated 
Coordinated Plan in order to receive federal 
funding. The continuation of RideWorks, a 
program which helps people in areas not 
served by public transportation get to and 
from work, is the highest priority in the Coor-
dinated Plan.  The Plan also recognizes the 
achievements and importance of the        
BerkshireRides program of the Transportation 
Association of Northern Berkshire, Inc.  
Both the RideWorks and BerkshireRides  
programs attempt to bridge gaps in          
transportation needs and to assist a large 
population of people on fixed and/or limited 
incomes that are not able to access jobs or 
work related transportation. 
A key finding of the Coordinated Plan is that 
there are large populations of people who 
would benefit greatly from expansion of  
service areas.  
The Coordinated Plan is available on the 
BRPC website and also in print upon request.  
BRPC Contact: Alison Church 
 

BRPC Welcomes New Staff  
In July, BRPC will welcome Transportation 
Planner Kristina Hodges. Kristina has      
previously worked as an intern at the North 
Central Texas Council of Governments, and 
she will bring enthusiasm to all elements of 
transportation planning. Kristina’s primary 
roles will be involvement in the MPO and 
TAC meetings, traffic data Collection,     
bike/ped planning, and various studies,     
including the Lee Area Traffic Study. 
 
 
 


